DONNA IRETON

Donna Ireton - Contemporary Basketry

Local driftwood, manzanita, redwood, cedar, other woods, and local
gourds form the base for my colorful, freeform, contemporary pine
needle basketry art. Swooping and curvaceous designs accentuate
and enhance the beautiful grain, texture, and coloration found in
these natural materials. The result is a contemporary basket
sculpture of unique shape and design. While some of my creations
are small, my largest piece is 6’ X 5, and hangs in a Spring Island
home. These vibrant works are found in many homes and
businesses all over the United States and Europe. My baskets won
the Environmental Award at the Honey Horn juried art show last
year. And at the Beaufort Art Association’s annual Spring Show
this year, “Hunting Island Roots” won second place out of 280
entries in all media.

I've spent all of my adult life living near either the Atlantic or Pacific
Oceans, and all of my spare time in the salt water marshes
observing and photographing the birds and wildlife that live or
migrate through them. In my thirties, my love of the salt water
marsh and marine shores finally led me to earn a Bachelor’s and
Master’s degree in zoology, majoring in marine biology and animal
behavior. Now I strive to portray in all of my creations the many
facets of my love for the natural world. | teach pine needle basketry
and gourd decorating both privately and at the Hilton Head Art
Academy.
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